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Abstract

Disaster induced migration has the potential to becompbemomenon of a scale and scope not experienced in human
memory. Displacement due disasteiis consideredo be a socio-economic and political problem, whegets solved, the
issue of displacements also ignored. Bangladesh was struck by a category-4 eyq®idr) on the evening of 15
November in 2007 which resulted in displacement of 650,000 pefydh migration posed a serious threat towards social
stability and leads towards social conflict. Migratisngenerally considered as a source of social confliger 3 million
people live in slums and squatters of Dhaka city with \itle utility service. Slums and squatters are therimfal
settlements of Dhaka city that accommodate the lmsrre group of people. Conflict (quarrel, clash, fight) inghens

and squatters is a regular phenomenon. The displaced parsoksowingly and unknowingly discriminated various
grounds and suffems the survivorsof various stigmas. The study reveals that, undue influegicthéd muscleman,
discrimination between migrated and poor slum dwellerd,d@mand for money by the terrorist group, ignoranceeo th
migrated people by the different quarters and sexual harasdméhe migrated adolescent girls are responsible for
slumping of social conflict. Their voices are ignoreldeit pleas are neglected and thus they are excluded tfiem
mainstreamed sectidn the society.
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I ntroduction

Bangladesh is a disaster prone country and impact oftelioeange subsidizes towards frequent disaster eveningsalt
consequences in all aspect of human lives. The statigtvidence suggests that, Bangladesh having around 16millio
of people is highly vulnerable to climate change andleesl rise. Migration, results of disaster is headinghfoman
movement from one climate zone to another for sahfisr existence. Some waves of migration have besacéated with
cultural collapse, as familiar landscapes no longer prdvigife or supporting habitats and livelihoods for people.
Migration, whether permanent or temporary, has alwagesn a traditional response or survival strategy of peopl
confronting the prospect, impact or aftermath of disastBisaster induced migration has the potential to rheca
phenomenon of a scale and scope not experienced in humoryn Its effects on the economy, development, and
national budgets could have significant implications farcst all dimensions of human security, in addition tttioal

and state security. Today, environmental change includinate change presents a new threat to social cobe@nd a

new situation for migration. Climate change will visitban and rural areas alike with increasingly frequentwémlent
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hazard events The geographical location and low-lying charactesstitthe country makes Bangladesh more vulnerable
and susceptible to different natural and climate-inducedstéisa Disaster induced migration has turned into serious
epidemic and posing potential threat to human securityaingidesh. It is evident that, Bangladesh was struck by a
category-4 cyclone (Sidr) on the evening of 15 Novemb&0Dv which resulted in displacement of 650,000 pechlieh
migration posed a serious threat towards social stahilitl leads towards social conflicNatural and human induced
hazards such as floods, cyclones, droughts, tidal surgeadtees, earthquakes, river erosion, fire, infrastructoliepse,
high arsenic contents of ground water, water logging, vaatd soil salinity, epidemic, and various forms of padlutare
frequent occurrences in Bangladesh. Climate change addg @mension to community risk and vulnerability. Although
the magnitude of these changes may appear to be smegilcehld substantially increase the frequency and irtyeoki
existing climatic events (floods, droughts, cyclones &t€urrent indications are that not only will floods arytlones
become more severe; they will also start to occur outside of their “established seasons”. Events, such as drought, may not
have previously occurred in some areas and may now beenged. The growth of environmental displacement idylike
to be closer to about half of total populations in 2020s Thvery alarming for Bangladesh. Flooding, intensenss, o
droughts, or more gradual but similarly intense changa®gional climates place great stress on livelihoodesyst
Migration may be an adaptation mechanism for those thi¢ resources to move early and far enough awaydeorger.
However, in extreme cases and for those with fewemméo move, migration may be an expression of faiegtation—

an attempt to escape from imminent suffering or evethd&he complexity of disasters today is demonstratethéy
processes in which they can combine with and compoucid @her as well. Cyclone Sidr hit the south-westemst of
Bangladesh in the evening of 15 November 2007. The stoive@dms a category-4 super cyclone with peak winds at 250
kilometers per hour. The cyclone continued to traved morth-northeast direction, affecting parts of cérBengladesh,
where it was subsequently downgraded into a cateyegglone. Approximately 30 of Bangladesh’s 64 districts were
affected by the storm. Unlike many other regions imd@adesh, the area affected only has a single hamast the
November to January. As such the timing of the cyclores particularly destructive. Approximately 1.5 million
households were damaged leaving millions of people withweites. In many districts more than half of thatcheof
homes that house the extreme poor, were completelyogedtrA high proportion of wood-framed houses with corregjat
iron roofs have been destroyed or severely damagedastatareas. It also displaced 650,000 people and posed serious

threat to social coherente

Materials and M ethods

The paper strives hard to explore about challenges poseliséister induced migration to trigger social conflict in
Bangladesh. The paper also assesses how environmacttaisfincluding climate change affect vulnerable groupd, a
how environmental pressures pose severe threat towestiscting social harmony in Bangladesh. The paper aisfhyb
reflects the policy discourse towards minimizing thedref migration following any disaster event in Banglédda an
attempt to learn about the consequences of disaster thchigeation towards social conflict, a brief survey waaducted
from November-December 2012.

Results and Discussion

In 2007, the country was ravaged by Cyclone Sidr, which disgl®&50,000 people and killed 3,447 (official record).

While the impact of Cyclone Sidr was relatively moderahen measured by impact on overall Gross Domestiduet
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(GDP) (estimated to be equivalent to 2.8 percent of Bangladesh’s GDP), the effects of the storm were highly concentrated
by district. Following cyclone Sidr, trend of migratitimerefore increased and consequently, state of humanitgeuuts
in danger. The damages caused by cyclone Sidr is stipulelteet b

Affected families 2,064,026
Affected persons 8,923,259
Dead people 3,363
Injured people 55,282
Missing people 871
Damaged houses 1,518,942
Damage to crops in hectare 1,512,878
Damage to trees 4,065,316
Total livestock dead 2,634,069

Damage to educational Institutions (full & partial) 16,954

Damage to road (complete & partial) in km 8,075
Damaged embankment (km) 1,875
Damage to bridges and culverts 1,687

Source: UN Rapid Initial Assessment Report, United Nations Dhddaember 2007

In Bangladesh, development-planning, isbcawareness building, participation in central government’s program,
cooperation with NGOs as development partner, sound elisasinagement, and judicial and extra-judicial performances
reflect the position and status of governance, good dirHi@ance, disaster induced migrants as the marginal sexftibe
society is almost deprived from political benefit. GaBresponsibility to cope with local contingencies likatural
disaster, poverty, old age, widowhood, vulnerabilitieskrséss, unemployment, employment injury, disabilities bgtc
providing various aid likes social assistance and soei@ices. But the service providing bodies of the governtraee
mainly confronted with some chronic problems. As sulte it has failed to show as viable institution émder social
assistance and social services properly. Moreovertifurscof the government regarding social security ateenough to
address the existing social contingencies resulting mssage of disaster victims or disaster induced migrasple,
particularly disaster victims/migrants are experiencindicdities due to unemployment, health hazard, growth of
population, and excessive price of daily commodities. dlility to earn a livelihood in a given climate andieonment

is one of the determining factors that potential mitgaare concerned about for the future. What is unknowmove
mounting environmental pressures affect migration. iheelds are affected by environmental change, espedaiatiyral
areas. Moreover, development activities with womeittiggpation are not only undermined through socio-econaroiens

but difficulties of changing environment make them more vulnerable as well. Dhaka’s ever growing slum settlements is a
physical manifestation of displaced people. If people la@eess to facilities and information, they may Iss kulnerable

to disaster. Lower levels of education among the podrliamited access to information reduces their abilityleéal with
disasters. Investigations have been carried out intoheh@eople in disaster prone areas have accesslitefain spite

of poverty and poor livelihood pattern.Over 3 million peofile in slums and squatters of Dhaka city with vettjeli
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utility service. Slums and squatters are the informaleseents of Dhaka city that accommodate the lowsimegroup of
people. Conflict (quarrel, clash, fight) in the slums and $grsats a regular phenomenon. This creates noise alethee
that disturbs the city dwellers, particularly the neasidents, office workers, and school children. Besigemy of the
slum residents are involved in prostitution, drug traffiggihijacking, mugging etc. These activities threaten togak
and cultural environments of the éityVhat's more, Social conflict refers to the varitymes of negative social interaction
that may occur within social relationships, and majude physical violence. Two slums namely Agargoan andrgbly

of Dhaka, capital city of Bangladesh were selected amést found that, cyclone Sidr induced migrated people reside i
two slums since December 2007. Out of total 9035 people liviigase slums, only 50 people were selected while another
50 from the poor migrated dwellers were interviewed tenl@dout the dimension of social conflict followingheenience
sampling.Chart-1 reveals that, 4795 people affected by Satted people have found to be living in two slums. CRBart-
speaks about engagement of livelihood activities by tlgrated people. It shows that, most of them are engaged as
Rickshaw puller (30%), day laborer (25%) and domestic service prd\lifiéo) respectively. Chart-3 represents the views
of migrated people about the reason behind social cnitiche slums. It shows that, undue influence by theclasn,
discrimination between migrated and poor slum dwellerd, demand for money by the terrorist group, ignorancedo th
migrated people by the different quarters and sexual harassmehe migrated adolescent girls are responsible for
slumping of social conflict. It is evident that, the inatl policies and institutional frameworks of Bangladesé not
sufficient to protect the disaster-induced migration. magonal policies concerning the climate change and@mwent
issues such as National Environment Policy 1992, thdalaame policy 2005, and the National Adaptation Programme
of Action (NAPA) 2005, Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy arttbrAd®lan 2008 indicate the climate change
problems. But there are no clear indications in tipetieies how population displacement problems will be askire. In
addition, there are no detailed action plans with aftenge to tackle this problem.

As experienced in cyclone Sidr 2007, there are weaknessksnafficiency in managing the natural disasters in
Bangladesh. The Government of Bangladesh could not répmitamage embankments even after more than onenyear i
severely affected districts. A large number of people theeh displaced from their homes. There were no propgr an
adequate rehabilitation programmes for the displaced pdopdeldition, there is lack of accountability and transpeye

in implementation and monitoring of response and rehatiiin programmes. In many cases, negligence and comuptio
of the local disaster management authorities had beeorted in relief and rehabilitation programmes in tbeent
natural disasters in Bangladesh.Approximate number of ammiental displacement and predictions for the future
Problems associated with huge population movements wiitleicountry such as pressure on existing limited resoorces
living in slums in environmentally hazardous areas tWwhian be a humanitarian issue. The concept of enventah
migration and environmentally displaced persons needs bochuded in any future debate dealing with migration ssue
In addition, it is recommended that these concepts laded in dialogues on environmental issues. Bangladesh Bureau
of Statistics and research organizations and univessitiuld plan a vital role in building a strong scientifisis to make
sure that, trend of disaster induced migration is well pdrsiiés important to raise public and political awarensdshe
issue and its environmental, social, economic andigadlitimensions. The government in partnership with sTrasdia
should go ahead to create awareness among the reltaketiadders to arrive at a cohesive platform to wogdetioer to
encounter the problems. Role of civil societies ipenative to create social awareness.

There is a need for a framework of recognition of de&aisduced migrants such as in a separate conventionparts of
Intergovernmental Environmental Treaties. The goveniroéBangladesh is to act accordingly to bring the issteea

legal framework as to enable the migrated communitgatize human security. The government should enfasgeahd
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order to improve the overall environment of the thyough the reduction of anti-social activities. Thexex need to
empower the relevant entities in the United Natiopstesn and other major humanitarian assistance ordgamizato
provide aid to environmentally displaced persons, envieial migrants/refugees, particularly when considering the
displacement of entire communities. This can besthewged if there is an international mechanism irc@l@cognizing
this category of individuals. Understanding of strong diployrfeom the government of Bangladesh to negotiate thi¢h
international counterparts has the essence. The $ungdestion is that concepts need to be devised and iosttut
reinforced or created in order to be able to assesfltix of forced environmental migrants, both at thierinational and
national levels. At the national level, this couldpignstrengthening and encouraging various ministries td& wamnd in
hand (e.g. Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Eneinment and Forest, Ministry of Social Welfare, Mirnyf Disaster
Management and Relief, as well as Department of Risddanagement etc.) in order to address jointly the iHsue
incorporating a multi-dimensional array of competenceb [@erspectives. There also needs to be a better untbngtaf

the social and economic losses people experience in todBelp structure aid responses, particularly community
resettlement. Finally, new policies should also ackedgé the various environmental migrant categories. Utistits in
both source and receiving countries should work togethensare safe, non-criminal, and orderly migration i@mat
There is a need of proper rehabilitation plan followdtigpster event in order to prevent migration from ffexted areas.
Rehabilitation programme to be launched right after thsa® that people affected gain confidence to livenih @ound
their homestead and leverage to restore their lives lamelihood. Above all, social safety net programmetiogé
Government of Bangladesh has to be expanded coveringshstati victims who have been migrated to urban arehs a

law and order situation is to be maintained properlhatstum area so as to prevent social conflict.

Conclusion

Disaster induced migration is an issue of immediate pobtgvance, because of the potential magnitude and s€ope o
environmentally induced migration. Climate-related stesgombined with ecosystem changsueh as gradual - and
rapid-onset events - already drive migration. Banglad@skiernment already has to plan for the relocation and
resettlement of affected populations. By means of dugiirement for identifying appropriate adaptation pathways fo
climate change becomes more acute, it is imperatiegldoess how changing environmental conditions affadisidual

and group decisions to migrate. A new level of policy atiensific attention to this issue is required to idgntife policy
alternatives to smooth the way forward and avoid terssiover natural and social resources, to minimizectimdlict
potential or even potential conflict centering migrati®esides, government must should the responsibilignture
social security of the migrated people living in the sldangheir co-existence and to avoid social unrestth&tnational
level, Bangladesh must understand how environmental mexesnd environmental quality affect living standardbeaif
populations within their homesteads and prevent them fégnation to capital city or urban areas. At the ragldevel,
multilateral dialogue may be necessary about how to agldcesrdinate, and ease environmental pressures assvell
migration that results in part because of climate chamdigced disasters in Bangladesh. Government of Bangladesh
make best use of international forums to bring moreuregs to take necessary steps before or after dsastpreclude

migration.
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Chart-1 people affected by cyclone Sidr have found to beliving in two slums.
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Chart-2 engagement of livelihood activities by the migrated people.
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Chart -3 views of migrated people about the reason behind social conflictsin the slums.



