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Abstract

The present paper consists of a comparative linguistic analysis of two expletives in Bengali namely na and
to. The former is primarily the particle of negation in Bengali corresponding to mo and mot in English. In this
studv we have taken into consideration the secondary uses in which this particle like the other particle to
functions as an expletive. Expletives (bakyalankarbachak abyay according to the traditional nomenclature)
have never been studied in a systematic manner in traditional Bengali grammar. In anv grammar book not
even a full page is devoted to the study of expletives. On the basis of the explanation and examples provided
in grammar books and dictionaries it is not possible to state whether the above mentioned particles are
equivalents or whether thev are in complementary distribution A non-Bengali or foreign learner mav wonder
whether there are lexical or morpho-syntactic or any other conditions that need to be fulfilled for the use of
these particles or whether there are grammatical constraints, whether one particle is preferred to the other in
any given situation. Such questions remain unanswered In this article we have sought answers to the
questions raised above. Through an in depth analvsis of various examples taken from different situations of
communication in real life, we have tried to bring out the unifving factor for all uses of each of the above
mentioned particle We have demonstrated that md@ is the mark of inconsistency while fo is that of

consistency. We have also highlighted the non-expletive uses of both the particles.

Kev Words : expletive. consistency. inconsistencv.svntax. semantics
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