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Abstract

As long as men and women have become accustomed to family life through marriage, gender inequality
has been created and it is women who have suffered the most as a result of this inequality. Some
philosophers and social reformers think that the position of women in ancient India was quite advanced.
But it can be said that the root of the present gender inequality was rooted in the social system of the past
and the various Vedic mantras and our scriptures are still bearing the witness to this. From the
conversation between Kunti and Pandu in the Mahabharata, we can see that in ancient times, women were
independent and from the introduction of the marriage system, women began to be subordinate to men. So
this gender inequality, which is deeply ingrained in today's society, did not suddenly fall from the sky, its
core tradition in the marriage system of men and women flowing from the distant past. In the present
article, I have tried to discuss how this marriage system is an obstacle to women's empowerment and also
try to find out how to get out of it.
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Article

Sfils TPa TieRE G G2 ~REE ANEE @ 9 | T8 AREw I9ee wwE F [ Wi wgen e
(°f&r @9 W, “The family is a group defined by a sex relationship sufficiently precise and enduring
to provide for the procreation and upbringing of children.” @dfik “ffAF 2@ @F @& AFICAD!
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o E JREE OKE I FAE AN ¢ O Afed ORI w1 o o Al wad
(T T oI I AT Sotifete widf ©iw B 2we T 3w, B o2 9 AT e e
WCO 4R ICA 1 GF0 A ARRAEE FHT AN G AN (ST 600, FNPE T R A
A, FASTFRS  F Ot ANGTH & 8 AR IoQ M oF ORI F0= 1 9l JA 2[RRI FFaR
WM (B4 AN @ TR (S 61 EIRIE F-8 To@F I 1 GG AW IE IR aqL
TAS B, THE JRIGBCE O THAEHT I 1 @R e e GFF @0 * | Wedm G
fRET #Afica TRET S W @ feafoeg *ifers TR Fh0s =M ©f T W @, (R T 7=
YOIfe® 2@ O[S FRE-ITE QI T (T S [ GoeTo! | &G QIR Al ro-2ffoqies A@
T TCEE T GW ©U O ATNGH T AFp (AN, GFF SIERPT [ FH O TeS T ¥ W 1 (7,
(e, WRI-T! gl el {7 =@ q QetE ANNAR = Ard @Y A AR A 1 IR A
T Sle AR IR OIF 74T AN TN @AV A 600 SR SN GG (A A FCSA &
@ A (I ZUER ™ S T P FR TP 1 ASAE W, W, A, T, Srpasn @ae Ao
A (T35 (0T A G (FR-(W, IR-TTS! TS 4oF 28 | @AM QA A9 QNS AN 1| Gl
A YRS AT FE Terepel NN IALL IR, “CACTA STAIANCTR T, =P 51 T/ SN
T2 fefare Wt WA A/ AFE G AN, AN IfEE/ TR@er e e,
AR Y/ A GOTR WA AW A @R VY (AL, QN Terweel W) | AN AL 9F B
G w8 fotes, “aify Fe ald @3, s SReE Tm e eE e @ife i e
TAEIER ITeTel GFF” | AR (A I WY@ e e IR o2 73, fofd Icemed, GReR vaw 189
VAR T T4 1L SITE (RS BCE (9107, I (FH OF FIHIE QPA@ ©IF A (*ArFez | ©18 fofF forars
(AT, “FF T A @ GREI K @0, AF Y TSI YA IR Feeret ¢ 1 58«1 @
TS B IeT! T SR (FIAR? 2 e oo af@r fopren, STeror Sy (At e
forst (e I RO A T™ @ 2[R R | A ¢ A[HE AACTS BB @ Hyor Teq
¢ R, *femm 71 orF e e 9T I IF JFASES TG N IR 4R TS I
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¢ foret (RACE @S | TreRel O ofFl Srad F0EE (b I ((FE ooy *femel WA sfe
FA9 Awhe @bfere feeT | “India of the Vedas entertained a great respect for women amounting to

»2 o« . . . .
. “In the ancient Indian society women were adored and worshiped as goddesses.

worship
However in the middle age, the status of women got down to a great extent. Women are
considered in the society only to perform duties like bring up children, caring every family
member and other household activities.” {8 *ffescs A7 sJ&i-*mafocs I T affs @miw AL
TN (TS, OE TEIE AT FAORT (@GS (W AEDAT AR (o913 T [ TN
e, gofiser, Fawel ofes 929 @ QA I oA, wWoies (@I AN@ Gl ot 0 Iy = Al
YRR GTR TAR@E SE-~ae WFE, aF0F To @ AR, TS A AGLEoETe 0oL Ia
(TR 1 AT ©rreded e df s &l @t F RIS W 010, “@ &ife Areld 38 Fare T,
G A wyE@ Frow TS (T AT O Wied T 2fs @m wore g, T8 TG Troq
feeta @008 - @, Ao bi@ (APT OLFA FANCE AR 2ffs #mia Qe I @ @A I Sl
@ ST O FC6 60 | 81, 3R, (I T, WG FA(A1 w141 vfaq oo Aot vfaa s, 58 @72
7 wefrel q9e dfe sTices G fFw? @ 9 el ¢ yun ojrad A agY sfaepel Fea TN A
qF I I & FACO A, TR [Rofe areR-afenifs fele awm #Afres Face ~iw, o & =15 ¢
AT 60 AT ¢ IRIOT AT T© e Ay foe1? ot sfaas Ty FNG (FAT @ A’
e Wi dfo @@ uE e i 7, 68 IO (@9 A AT TR QIR SR R o A
GRATE P I A GIR IOTA Joole TR S TG AR Ao Toa2 W (2 I &I
o2 T A Il I 11 ADA 9F @8 @ AN #1SA A, “O God save my son who is
going to take birth. Do not make him a girl.” (Atharvaveda-8/6/25) ¥ (W I (R, “God Indra
said, women cannot be educated because they are always stupids.” (Rigveda-8/33/17) U
“feumma 71 YFTFICIR 92 FACE TGN OFF IEEE T2 AST T2+, TN A& A& 93 (RN
2qifEe | wdR e, w42 T, [F8 e wfiFIcd T 2ee 9L AE A A AL AR @A qLFA
FEE A IS A A O TSR 0 AZER AT A |

@A Towes [fFe wg AR effe e gigelE #fny (1 dbiae aike dfe wwees qaw
G A IR S [rafE qeewed [iK @ @M o@ e G st qeee [iY Awee I TR
FAR 1 im0 @ A A vy ©E T AN A AR (FT PO A A FCAR G B
e o @2 IR ArEf® *wGT @ & o s s I 91 o1e f§ aufires e F e
TS @, T A e Ty (@I [N oS awemg e ) e gitte wares W X e Y
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(THTSCR A I REAR @A 7@ ¢ FF TORE QCF FEG! FA A, GG SgN@ ~[eafs
o fegi e affs wesy «Afavn 1 o7 W&ine g wepiea wysia =@ Teimg 7918 forgeeee dm-
Softo STl | 78 @I TG FH-#FEF A AR A EIRIC BYN@ 7@ FARAHACPS &g-o~olifr
e wfgar (e, A7 dfe qgea 71 (2o W@ T o7 2 qolt e, W Jfeq mire, T4 HAeE
IR Ao GG (el O, fofe 102, “Women have no devine right to perform any religious ritual,
nor make vows or observe a fast. Her only duty is to obey and please her husband and she will
for that reason alone be exalted in heaven.” (¢/sev) fofd wims foirates, “While performing
namkarm and jatkarm, Vedic mantras are not to be recited by women, because women are lacking

in strength and knowledge of Vedic texts. Women are impure and represent falsehood.” (5/5v)

IS SHTE A SR IS RS AT TEA (W (AR TR 458 TAR 7, @ A
Tt NN, @RI T 3R 2 ©IF @ 2iied oica waees/ Faeifosts s wvel 4w S
SIE TSR (@RI (581 T4l 1| AW TETed (W wrfon AL @ TW, O @ I Il AL @
SRR SR T ST TP I A, 68 =@ M@ 0T TOb1 7@ ©IF (AT fpeee T =71 widfie
SRR SBIEA O (507 (A A 2T el A WAfwvR] TGS YCX B WA (5B FAE AN =, S
C1R ORF W1 SHAF M 24N I TSI 77 o I gOrl Hee I R, O ARRIER TAomea
TF 2fS ST AW 1 G SIWE @ O (AR W, BItS @R IRA (@, FTRIE (A BT S
AR N Y AR G (FI ARSI G2 9 SCOf4F 7@ FRICAES G G (FI NPT AR Lot
T oA e e G T wWer AR, @ A QAN A SOl R ORI I
o At G2 o W el Wit S (FC fATe SR Al WRIE @ AW 2@ qeEne wfefie TafEe
e ‘(R0 R COI0R APV B AT (AF O (FC @S TWICTa To=! (oIFel ¢ 1 1 2@ @I Heyf{S
(MR AARE o oD 26T #idR e forst e 303 0 &t Tof S, AR 7@ ABCA G
(581 | OFF *tae AW Tl VI & T OIRG (7 FF ST (B MG 6 o | W Mg
Gl 2 ¢ TRESHIE TSR (T W 02 el Fre o/ 71 F1 T 9 =T =i =m-
TTRe T UMl 2, (@ O GiHF IFHT WK FACS A q 1 TN MGy OIS To3 ANl -
ST A AFER I e, AR ARl @O G3FFH | «WEA T Il Ty % I AT,
e iy A A, i R e 9w W g A w1 e S SEtieei we
fFeIta 997 %@ I U ST AR N0 AT (S FhTO! (72 | NFoEred Fed T A 93 Fe!
T ACS AT OIRG @IGR GO A T @ (T 1 Fhea 756 [y et sj@ a1 I e
TR oL ol GFARe (7 TR FEAM | MR 76 *Io7taq I 24, G TR o 2@
T T @ Ol AET @Y T A =W |
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@I TCAL N A T TS G2 ([T A T | Il F@ GRS FACET OIS (I A7
G I SANGA T 1 (SN OF TLILOE ALAE ©F Th FMAIF A 73 AP ST WO (A
IR @ M @ AT @ W, W, BN gl (@ AN TP WE O O T S (16
“feql T A, T8 [eIRice TW @A 2@ TV A [WF AFEAS TP WG O OF & IMA G o
T A TG (R @A AT (@I g (R G @ G (9w ARCS SN, SR o
PO GIRAPIC @RI A frge wiee G [ e @@ mwe of Teees w1 Afaics
TS (-SRI, SM-CTRI 2 Sfox AfAFIR @ FSIH ©ITey (S 1 %R Ol g A 0T ©or
O @ TSR G 9% | [l B CFea (@i Prel-rel 1 oo e eIt R Res 920
Y T SR ©Id FWl fi@d PrEEice? e z@, Il e ) aee AN A (I Tn
@R BWAG WL Fe ~eites W IO wg A [l @ord A7 F& v =, o @
ATACS (R Tofve] 1 O K12 2052 OIS el Rt 2 S 2

A oS SRS FAA F AV e GFe IR TR I (@A oo e T4 =W, o
A Ted =¥, IUE e 9 IR I@ [ Ao o of a3 @ fre? 7@ Jear @7 3w
i e @ 9 T T 2e Site ANmA [ Are? oF [[ed 7 o Teiifers w1 widE o
R @ AR | G AT A TR A FEEHR T RS AR @ B (@ Avfere [
RIS ‘Pjr@?f QI (R oy T A2 497 @bfers | “Institution of marriage is witnessed in
every type of society around the world. It can be perceived as a legal contract, a religious rite and
a social practice that varies by legal jurisdiction, religious doctrine and culture.” &8 ebfere @2
AR I9EF a9 @ AREE T $U GR ARIIET MR ARN-JFET [ G S AT | IS
TS JRET AT ©f S R T | AN (Y AG-FOE GO A 7@ @I P19 Wy e iz
1 TN AB ARG AEFIEFS 4| O3 ST AF FAIRMT® | FRe QA T3 7oy, e 22 a1 @
IS G0 & I ACF2 @, G2 I (AF Al F 291 @A et SREees e Aced |
MR GTRIR SN Sf{Fed 0y AN Bl 1 SRR FIeT (AT SN (AR ol @ A0 7
o +f R T@ FAE, OF IO YT ©OF Afon ARREIR (O FAE 1 I (A N SN
AT (I TS AN (2 - % APIF! FR S fAol-rer S SRe1-(Ae 0 | T Frei
OIAR O 2fS GFYFI (T O AR A AN LIS 7 016 AL F@ AT | 998 Foepfore (Rl
IR orTed Ao PPN (R w¥iaed dfefve Fae ) FfFe (Ema T @2 @9l s
@M1 According to recent NSSO survey, 2017-18, in urban areas unemployment among educated
women was twice their male counterparts. The rate went up to a high of 19.8 percent in 2017-18

from 10.3 percent in 2011-12. For rural educated women, unemployment stood at 17.3 percent in
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2017-18 increasing sharply from 9.7 percent in 2011-12.° 3T YT [HAR GBI2 @ ~ARRIER
e @TE S fea Wete gZae WA FFE @ AT @92 %@ 8 FuE oo (AN
oA FE 1 GIFG el @ Ere «3 AR #FE, ¢ @ [FoiT 3 Taheed Mo - @1 @
T2 | ST (I P (A IR TaRe F @R KRR o @ AR Teve 2 Tew (g Oie
GF7 RAE A A T4 w0 e swEmeE W, P, I aefe wm eomw dwE afe awm
QIFAl (AR IR @, Gt (o o g [REr Mred 2w wiw @@ gl (e o dfs «3fe
(TEETF AR SRS FH 6V 1 BT (@A FfATST I AWl ATSd @ Mo W A1 AR
oI GLAST FITTHR GER @I (@ FreR (A 79 e wefaioe ¢ foy g eifm
TG AT, L (7 GTATA 77 (AFE ALNAST TR (55 T @a- e, 7w arofers =i,
qA OIF O3 SIS N f0e 2w I 1 7 A8 GBIE TR Sfqedy I (e N o713 SR/
woE T AT [ARAE GRE @ TH PR S sl #@ite Y w, O (O SdAtes I
SR TR S A AW TSR TR GA IR, O (™ AW, T SRR s
6T WD F@ IM B.A, MA, I O (I SHHF FS IS, (T AL CF@ 5P @ 2
1 FRA THAGEE 2 7 (A2 ©IE [T &P AT A 5i7 e 70O ATF | O T 1
FMCSH (N 7 DT G (FI TS T 1 00 #1711 S I Rl g @ Ml e
Rl #e OIS G QI (12 @, THHEF #© I G (@ A @ 9L ToATa A & I |
T FCeR @S AreE 21 e o ¢ vp sl 5 @R ¢ itew fRes st «3fe
G 1 Q@ R (@I AR | 9T JI-A (@ 7 (o2 OIS (12 qfAfes FeTm2l agices [
Afere Ice 20| KT 17 FNE ¢ o7 [ e Auiftrs sEred 517 aril sfaeie I e
IR0 A S | (WA CFCE G A3 TN (712 1 (@l TSN ANEE PR (@I (=T Toet 1
ToATTHY 27 TOHY OF (@02 @A & ACAT A 5171 77 A1 (7 GO o wdre i ad
TofercR 4w fo1ea IRRIea TN /W |

TR IO GIRA Worpe AN ffien, feretaay, wife-taasy, seery oo egfe et
N G ¢ AME GG wwee)d AwiGs Ao B 1 e et M- e e, Tew
AW TR O AT ARIR A1 G2 ANGE @ I AN ONF (@ @ P 7
FIG! Terzpe] TN AR e, “Riegs A fog w2 8 asenices, wide o s T W o
T 1 fF8 OOGe T AGNE AANTEFT | “As far as women’s social status is concerned, they are not
treated as equal to men in all spheres.” ¥4Iq GfAfeT FIFTS! 7 AT T FAE WL 7o-TFell
(o1 A1 “Women constitute half of the humanity, even contributing two-thirds of world’s work

hours. She earns only one third of the total income and owns less than one-tenth of the world’s
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resources. This shows that the economic status of women is in pathetic condition and this is more
so in a country like India.”® 98 HTHA PRI @ I, ByN@ (&R IAFRE TR FAORCTH 76
TR | IEHL AT TATAT T A AT @ @A AW A1 AR (@G 92 wHo NI, F
fodfme FTor Jred AR TFH | TOAR AAE AW TIAOR (F@ ANO W, O O 9
TATTR T AR T @ ! it 23| iy I9ue e a9 8 AT SO [ T A7 |
Q478 AT AMME (T (TR RRAZRITER IT A 24 MAFM 261 O Eiwd | ETwge 9199 4=
A5 | AT @I (@E RARETSR d4q M 76 ©iF Soflee el | [R@ARE CH@  TAACEH
g 3 7o T4 A, AR ToieiT FHOIR (RS KA Tow AArewce TCE 7S TW, SR
W8 SER AfRed WK1 Gdie (@I IR [KE0EE T R ey (W OiteE 8N [l 91 w6,
T2 Ena FA0e W G 5 sAfame 9 St T 1 @i @3 @i ¢ afer eny Bote A @,
AR T o Toieis T f[{RIEd 2iER Ty TN IS 7¥, SR eie RARs sfeds W A,
S @I QI TP A A AW [ TH! (@A AN, Ny Sifod Sieeegd 76 (el (el | @
TE@ e AR, IeNH [T IIBR (@A @F I T T© NG TG @ A (@ AL I A (A
e 20, (eNf (AT BI3W A O <A A4 A OIF qL GAH A T IR GECS |
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